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negotiations failed. Clement's resistance, however, was
short-lived. He had to admit that the evidence of errors
among the Templars called for the strictest enquiry, but he
urged that the proper course was to re-organise the Order,
and, when Philip brushed this suggestion aside, he begged
for time to consider the form of the investigation more fully.
The king replied that there had already been too many
delays, and demanded that the Pope should forthwith
institute proceedings against the brethren. He also returned
to his old plea for the condemnation of Boniface 3 and he
put forward a further request. Albert of Austria, Emperor
of Germany, had been assassinated in the preceding month,
and the throne of Germany was vacant. Philip aspired to
it for Charles of Valois, and promised that, if the Pope sup-
ported Charles, Germany and France would organise a
Crusade to recapture the Holy Land. Clement was not to
be tempted by the bribe of a Crusade. He realised that the
election of Charles would be ruinous to the power of the
papacy since the Empire as well as France would then be
in the grasp of Philip the Fair. The Pope therefore pre-
tended to try to obtain the Empire for the Valois, but he
worked against him in secret and another claimant was chosen
for the imperial crown.
But there could be no open support and secret opposition
in either of the two other projects which Philip pressed so
tenaciously, and Clement turned and twisted in vain. Philip
required a definite promise that the process against the
Templars should be started and that the memory of Boniface
should be condemned. Clement did not want to agree to
either, but he could not resist both of the demands made by
the ruler to whom he owed the tiara. Already Clement had
suffered from the operations of the French propagandists
who had attacked his character so viciously and he knew that
the king would not stop at defamation. Philip had forcibly
seized one pope and he would seize another if need be.